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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

BAKERSFIELD CELLULAR TELEPHONE COMPANY
4180 TRUXTON AVENUE

BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA 93309

ADVICE LETTER NO. 71 February 10, 1994

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Bakersfield Cellular Telephone company (ltutilitylt) hereby
submits the oriqinal and five copies of the followinq tariff sheets
relatinq to its cellular radiotelephone service:

New CPUC
Sheet No.

3-T 44th Revised Sheet No. 1
3-T 4th Revised Sheet No. 5.3

4-T 37th Revised Sheet No. 1
4-T 5th Revised Sheet No. 4.5

Cancellinq
CPUC Sheet No.

3-T 43d Revised Sheet No. 1
3-T 3rd Revised Sheet No. 5.3

4-T 36th Revised Sheet No. 1
4-T 4th Revised Sheet No. 4.5

This Advice Letter is filed to modify the eliqibility under
utility's MUltiple unit Plan at both wholesale and retail. utility
requests that the tariff chanqes submitted herewith be made effective
in thirty days pursuant to G.O. 96-A. Copies of this Advice Letter
and related tariff sheets are beinq mailed to all competinq and
.adjacent utilities and to other interested parties havinq requested
such information (a service list is attached to the oriqinal of this
Advice Letter).

Anyone may protest this Advice Letter to the California Public
utilities commission (ItCommission").The protest must set forth the
specific qrounds on which it is based, includinq such items as
financial and service impact. A protest must be made in writinq and
received within 20 days of the date this Advice Letter was filed with
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the Commission. The address for mailing and delivering a protest to
the Commission is:

Chief, CACD Telecommunications Branch
California Public utilities Commission

505 Van Ness Avenue, Room 3203
San Francisco, California 94102

A copy must be mailed to the undersigned utility on the same date it
is mailed or deliver to the Commission.

After filing these tariff sheets, please provide this office
with a file-stamped copy of this Advice Letter (an extra copy has
been enclosed), with accompanying tariff sheets, in the enclosed
self-addressed stamped envelope.

Respectfully submitted,

BAKERSFIE COMPANY

YOUNG, VOGL, HARLICK & WILSON
425 California street, Suite 2500
San Francisco, CA 94104
Telephone: (415) 291-1970

Its Attorneys

K:\Dl\l8303\AL0071.DAS



BAKERSFIELD CELLULAR TELEPHONE COMPANY
4180 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, California 93309

Schedule C&l.P.U.C. No. 3-T
44th Revised Sheet No. 1

cancelling 43rd Revised Sheet No. 1

CELLULAR RADIO TELECOMKUNICATIONS SERVICE (RETAIL)

LIST OF EFFICTIVE SHEETS

Sheet

Title
1
2
3
4
5

5.1
5.2
5.2.1
5.3
5.3.1
5.4
5.5
5.6
5.7
5.6.1

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Advice Letter No.

Decision No.

71

Number of Revision

Original
44th Revised
10th Revised
3rd Revised
2nd Revised
4th Revised
2nd Revised
2nd Revised
Original
4th Revised
1st Revised
5th Revised
3rd Revised
3rd Revised
Original
Original
1st Revised
4th Revised
8th Revised
6th Revised
4th Revised
2nd Revised
Original
1st Revised
7th Revised
2nd Revised
original
Original
5th Revised

Issued by

Brian Ducharme
HAKE

General Manager
TITLE

(T)

(T)

Date Filed _

Effective _

Resolution Ho.



BAKERSFIELD CELLULAR TELEPHONE COHPANY
4180 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, California 93309

Schedule Cal.P.U.C. No. 3-T
4th Revised Sheet No. 5.3

Cancelling 3rd Revised Sheet No. 5.3

ClLLULAR RADIO TELECOMMpNICATIONS SERVICE
(Continued)

RATES - RETAIL (Continued)

C. Special Plans (Continued)

3. MegaSaver Plan (cont'd)

Monthly Allowance

This plan includes three hundred and eighty (380) minutes (Peak
or Off Peak) of Local Airtime. There is no credit for unused
minutes, nor will such unused minutes carry forward to the next
month's allowance. New customers subscribing between January
1, 1994 and January 31, 1994 will receive seven hundred and sixty
(760) minutes (Peak and Off Peak) of Local Airtime for each of the
first three months of their contract period.

Usage Above Monthly Allowance

Usage above the Monthly Allowance will be charged at the
following per minute rates:
Peak $ .29
Off Peak $ .16

4. Multiple Line Plan

Eligibility

The Multiple Line Plan is available to a subscriber or group of
subscribers ("Subscriber") where a single subscriber commits to (T)
maintaining a minimum of four (4) active numbers for the one-year
minimum. All end users, who must demonstrate an affiliation with (T)
Subscriber, shall also commit to a minimum of one year's service. New
customers subscribing between January 1, 1994 and January 31,
1994 will receive sixty (60) minutes (Peak or Off Peak) of Local
Airtime for each of the first three months of their contract
period.

Monthly Access* (ceiling Rate)
4 - 10 numbers, per number

11 - 20 numbers, per number
2i or more numbers, per number

$25.00
$22.95
$19.95

Rate Band Price 1/13/94

75 or more numbers
per number $18.95

*To determine the appropriate monthly access tier, customers may
include phones activated under any plan except Utility's
Government, Safety or Call-Box Plans.

Advice Letter No.

Decision No.

71
Issued bY

Brian Ducharme
NAME

General Manager
TITLE

Date Filed ....

Effective
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BAKERSFIELD CELLULAR TELEPHONE COMPANY
4180 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, California 93309

Schedule Cal.P.U.c. No. 4-T
37th Revised Sheet No. 1

Cancelling 36th Revised Sheet No. 1

CELLULAR RADIO TBLECOMHtJNICATIONS SERVICE (WHOLESALE)

LIST or EFFECTIVE SHIETS

Sheet

Title
1
2
3
4

4.1
4.2
4.2.1
4.3
4.3.1
4.4
4.4.1
4.5
4.5.1
4.6

5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

!umber of Revision

1st Revised
37th Revised
4th Revised
3rd Revised
1st Revised
2nd Revised
3rd Revised
Original
7th Revised
original
4th Revised
1st Revised
5th Revised
Original
Original
Original
Original
1st Revised
6th Revised
5th Revised
3rd Revised
Original
4th Revised
2nd Revised

(T)

(T)

Advice Letter No. 71
Issued by

Date Filed _

Decision No.
Brian Ducharme

NAME
General Manager

TITLE

Effective _

Resolution No.
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BAKERSFIELD CELLULAR TELEPHONE COMPANY
4180 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, California 93309

Schedule Cal.P.U.C. No. 4-T
4th Revised Sheet No. 4.5

cancelling 3rd Revised Sheet No. 4.5

CELLULAR RADIO TlLECOMMQNICATIONS SERVICE
(Continued)

RATES - WHOLESALE (Continued)

C. Special Plans (Continued)

5. Value Plans (continued)

provided that the new unit is billed to the same end user and
otherwise remains subject to the above-described commitment. Nor
will there be such a fee when the reseller elects to increase or
decrease its airtime commitment during the minimum service period to
a level that is not less than forty-five minutes per month. However,
where a reseller has changed its service commitment level in the
middle of a commitment period, and afterwards terminates service
prematurely, the early termination fee will be that which applies to
the higher of the commitment levels elected by the reseller for the
unit in question.

The minimum commitment period will be automatically renewed for
successive additional periods of twelve months each unless the
reseller has notified utility, or Utility has notified reseller, of
its desire to terminate enrollment, said notification to be no
earlier than sixty days, nor less than thirty days prior to the
expiration of the then current period.

VALUE PLAN PLUS RATE BAND

New end users put in service on the Value Plan Plus between January
1, 1994 and January 31, 1994 will receive two hundred (200) minutes
(Peak or Off Peak) of Local Airtime for each of the first three
months of their contract period.

6. Multiple Line Plan

Eligibility
The Multiple Line Plan is available to a reseller provided that
the reseller can offer reasonable verification demonstrating
that a single subscriber (RSubscriberR) commits to maintaining (T)
a minimum of four (4) activ, numbers for the one-year minimum.
Resellers must demonstrate that all end users are affiliated
with Subscriber and have committed to a minimum of one year's
service. Failure to provide such verification or in the (T)
event such verification is inaccurate will terminate a reseller's
eligibility for this rate. New end-users put in service between
January 1, 1994 and January 31, 1994 will receive sixty (60)
minutes (Peak or Off Peak) of Local Airtime for each of the first
three months of their contract period.
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ceNTEL CELLULAR
(510}416-0150

March 02, 1994

HAND DELIVERED

Mr. Jack Leutza
Commission Advisory and

Compliance Division
California Public Utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

4410 Rosewood Drive
Pleasanton, CA 94588

RE: Advice Letter No. 71 of Bakersfield Cellular Telephone
Company

Dear Mr. Leutza:

Fresno MSA Limited Partnership ("ConteI"} hereby protests the above advice
letter, dated February 10, 1994, filed by Bakersfield Cellular Telephone
Company ("BCTC") because the advice letter does not comply with the
Commissiorls established rules for multiple line discount plans. Advice Letter
No. 71 makes changes in the eligibility requirements of BCTC's Multiple Line
Plan. The language in Advice Letter No. 71 allows an end user to receive the
discount by merely demonstrating an "affiliation with the subscriber". Advice
Letter No. 71 also eliminates the previous language requiring the subscriber to
"guarantee payment in full." As proposed, this plan would allow virtually anyone
to sign up for BCTC's Multiple Une Plan and be individually responsible for the
bill payment. For example, family members have an "affiliation-, neighbors
could demonstrate an "affiliation", members of a bowling team have an
"affiliation". Contel believes, based in part on its recent experience with ~vice

Letter 125 and 125-A, that the CPUC never intended such loosely structured
eligibility for multiple line discount plans.
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Mr. Jack Leutza
March 02, 1994

In November 1993, ConteI was required by the CPUC to include the following
definition in its Association Rate Plan as a condition of plan approval.

"The subscriber must belong to or be affiliated with an association or
business and may be required to show proof of said affiliation. An
association is defined as an organization consisting of a minimum of fifty
members."

BCTC's advice letter contains no such definition of "affiliation". However, as
described in Advice Letter No. 71, the Multiple Line Plan is in effect a
competitive response to Contel's Association Plan and as such BCTC should be
required to abide by the same rules imposed on Contel's Association Plan. The
rules BCTC should be required to abide by are that the end user is actually an
"affiliate" of an association or business (actual membership) with a minimum of
fifty members.

For the above reasons, BCTC's Advice Letter No. 71 should be rejected and
BCTC should be required to cease and desist from offering the Multiple Line
Plan as described in Advice Letter No. 71.

Sincer , .
. //r

"4~~g
Maribel Gonzalez
Regulatory Administrator

MG:ajb

CC: David Simpson
Doug Dade
Dan Kelsey
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YOUNG, VOGL, HARLICK & WILSON

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

42f5 CALIFORNIA STREET. SUITE 2f500

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94104

FAX (41l5) 291-1984 .

(41l5) 291-1970

March 14, 1994

18303-1

VIA HAND DELIVERY
Jack Leutza
California Public utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Bakersfield Cellular Telephone. company (U-3017-C):
Advice Letter No. 71

Dear Jack:

Bakersfield Cellular Telephone Company ("Bakersfield") hereby
responds to the protest of Fresno's MSA Limited Partnership
("Contel") to the above-referenced Advice Letter.

Contel's Protest is an example of an utility seeking to use
the regulatory process to gain a market advantage. As set forth
below, the Protest's premise is demonstrably false and its intent
is anti-competitive. Accordingly, the Protest should be rejected
without further consideration.

The Protest states that Bakersfield's Advice Letter dOa&.not
comply with the "Commissions [sic] established rules for multiple
lines for discount plans". The Protest offers no citation of
reference to any such Commission Rules or policies to support this
contention. In fact, Bakersfield's proposed discount does not run
afoul of any Commission rules or regulations. What Contel really
wants is for the Commission mandate that Bakersfield adopt the
precise same membership requirements and definition that Contel
uses for its Association rate plan. This proposal is not only
silly, it is anti-competitive. If Bakersfield, for its own
reasons, wishes to make it easier· for subscribers to take advantage
of multiple unit discounts , neither Contel nor the Commission
should be concerned. If anything, the Commission should
enthusiastically support Bakersfield's efforts to lower the cost of
cellular service to California ratepayers.

K:\Dl\18303\LEUT0314.LTI [ EXHIBIT__t~__ 1
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Jack Leutza
March'14, 1994
Page 2

In light of the above, it is respectfullr. requested that
Contel's protest be denied.

DAS:rpn

cc: Maribel Gonzalez (via fax)
Doug Dade (via fax)
Brian Ducharme (via fax)

K:\Dl\18303\LBUT0314.LTl
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.. 'AlE OF CALIFORNIA

PUBLIC 'UTILITIES COMMISSION
505 V....N NESS AVENUE

'I FRANCISCO, CA 9"102·3298

May 3, 1994

Marybell Gonnzalez
Contel Cellular
4410 Rosewood Drive
PLEASANTON CA 94588

RE: Bakersfield Cellular Telephone Company (U-3017-C)
Advice Letter No. 71

Dear Marybell:

PETE WILSON, Gow:mor

The Telecommunications Branch (Telco Branch) of Commission
Advisory and Compliance Division has reviewed the protest Contel
Cel~ular (Contel) filed against Bakersfield Cellular Company's
(Bakersfield) Advice Letter No. 71 (A.L. 71) and Bakersfield's
response to the protest. Based on our re~iew, the protest is
denied and A.L. 71 is· effective conditioned on Bakersfield's
filing pf a supplemental advice letter revising the eligibility
requirement for "Multiple Line Plan" in A.L. 71 by including the
requirement that a single subscriber among the group "guarantee
payment in full".

Contel's protest presumes Bakersfield's "Multiple Line Plan" ~s a
bulk user discount plan which at present is subject to a number
of Commission policies that,..among other, requires the
organization or entity must serve as a master customer and the
master customer guarantee payment for all units. Such a policy
does apply to A.L. 71 because the Multiple Line Plan offers a
discount to members of the group that is not available for the
general public. Accordingly, demonstrable association wi~h the
group as your tariff requires and a guarantee on payment of all
bills by a member of the group are necessary conditions to ensure
that the discount plan is not discriminatory to the general
public.

,Bakersfield should file a supplemental advice letter that will
include the underlined language A.L. 71 deletes as shown below:

"The Multiple Line.Plan is available to a subscriber or group
of subscribers ("Subscriber·)· where a single subscriber
commits to maintaining a minimum .of .four (4) active numbers
for the one-year minimum and guarantee payment in full."
(Underlined language to be re-inserted.)

The supplemental advice letter will·be effective on the date
filed.

IEXHIBIT-V----I
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For more information on bulk use tariffs of cellular services
please refer to decisions 90-06-025 (pp. 33, 88), 90-10-047(pp.
6-7), 84-11-029 (p. 58a and Appendix A at p.6), 84-04-14 (p. 32)
and 89-05-024 for related discussions of issues related to bulk
user.

If you have questions please call Fassil Fenikile at (415) 703­
3056.

Sincerely,

)v0~,D.J/
Jack Leutza, Chief
Telecommunication Branch
Commission Advisory and
Compliance Division

cc:. David Simpson \./

-
. ,



Fresno MSA Limited Partnership
245 Perimeter Center Parkway
Atlanta. GA 30346

Scheduled Cal. P.U.C. No. -.1=L
Sixth Revised Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 4P

Canceling Fifth Revised Cal. P.U.C. Sheet No. 4P

CELLULAR RADIO TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE (RETAIL)

(2) Rate Plans (continued)

2.14 Association Rate Plan

A. MonWUc Cbar,ge
,pet line

10-24 lines, per line
25-49 lines, per line
50+ lines, per line

$37.95
$34.95
$31.95
$28.95

Peak minutes
Weekend Off-Peak minutes

Off-Peak minutes

B. Airtime Rates
1. Monthly' Packaged Minutes This plan includes local airtime minutes at no

charge which are applied as they are uSed within the local calling area as dermed in 2.
below. There will be no credit for unused minutes. Packaged minutes for individual
access lines cannot be combined.

Monthly Packaged Minutes (peak or Off-Peak), per line 30 min.

2. Local Airtime Usage Local airtime charges apply to usage in excess of the
monthly packaged minutes. These local airtime charges apply to any call to an
exchange located within the local calling area as dermed below.

C6.~!ng Rates
Peak minutes S(
Off-Peak minutes $0.19

New Rates
(tr~ctjye .January 25. 1994)
SO. 5
$0.00
$0.19

(N)(R)
('I)

P~edminutes and local airtime usage rates apply·to any call originating and
terminating within the combined Fresno, Visalia, Kings COunty, Bakersfield,
California RSA No; 4 and California RSA No.6 calling area.

C. Contractual RCQ11irements
The subscn'bec must commit to twelve (12) consecutive months on the Com~ys service
by signing a one-year contracL Contracts will renew automatically for successive twelve
(12) month terms. The subscriber can cancel their service to be effective at the end of the
existing contract term by giving at least thirty (30) days advance notification. If the
subscriber does not give.proper notification or requests that their service be canceled prior to
the end of the current twelve (12) month term, the Com~y will recalculate lhe subscriber's
monthly access and airtime usage charges for the term of the contract up to the date of
cancellation using \he Basic Rate Plan rates and will then charge the subscriber the difference
between this calculated amount and the actual monlhly access ind airtime usage chuges
incurred.

D. Other Teons and Conditions ..
The subscriber must belong to or be affiliated with a ~ualifying association or
business and may be required to provide proof of said affiliation. An association is
defined as an organization consisting of a minimum of SO members.

Effective _

Date Filed _Issued by
Todd Eliason

Vice Pres/Gen. Mgr.- National Region
Gen. Partner ofFresno MSA Limited Partnership Resolution No. _

Decision No. _

Advice Letter No. 148





YOUNG, VOGL, HARLIGK & WILSON
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

42f5 CALIFORNIA STREET. SUITE 2f500

SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 94104

FAX (415) 291-1984

(4l5) 291-1970

May 26, 1994

18303-1
VIA FACSIMILE

Douglas Dade
Commission Advisory and Compliance Division
Public utilities Commission
505 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94102

RE: Bakersfield Cellular Telephone Company (U-3017-C)
Advice Letter No. 71

Dear Doug:

This is in response to your letter of May 3, 1994 regarding
the above-referenced Advice Letter ("Letter") • 1 The Letter
presumes, mistakenly, that Advice Letter No. 71 was intended to
involve a "master customer". I have had numerous conversations
with Mr. Fassil Fenikile in this regard, but apparently I have not
done an adequate job of explaining this particular promotion. Let
me try again here.

Bakersfield Cellular Telephone Company wants no more and no
less than that which was granted to its competitor (and the
protestant in this matter) pursuant to its Advice Letter No. 125.
(See Advice Letter No. 125 of Fresno MSA Limited Partnership filed
on September 23, 1993 and the supplement thereto filed on November
8, 1993.) Bakersfield's "Multiple Line Plan", as revised by Advice
Letter No. 71, is the functional equivalent of Fresno's
"Association Rate Plan". Like Fresno's plan, Bakersfield's plan
does not involve a Master Customer which guarantees payment for all
units. Bakersfield is at a loss to understand why Fresno continues
to insist that Bakersfield should be prohibited from offering the
same deal to its customers that Fresno provides to its own end
users. Bakersfield respectfully suggest that Fresno is improperly
using the regulatory process for competitive purposes.

In light of the above, I would appreciate your reviewing this
matter and advising Bakersfield what steps, if any, it needs to

I apologize for the tardiness; I have been in hearings
and out-of-town for most of this period.

K:\Dl\DAD0526.LTl
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atter.Thank you very much for your

DAS:mss
cc: Maribel Gonzalez

~assil Fenikile (via facsimile)
Brian Ducharme

Douglas Dade
May 26, 1994
Page -2-

take to obtain the approval of Advice Letter No. 71, an Advice
Letter which seeks only to put Bakersfield on par with its
competitor.

K:\Dl\DADOS26.LTl

'r-t·;o'..,
~ ..


